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and some rye, oats, and barley are grown. But the severe
climate and poor soils make agriculture difficult, so that
lumbering is the chief occupation. There are a number of
saw-mills on the rivers, and the extraction of resin from wood
is carried on throughout large areas. There are saw-mills
and wood-working plants at Onega and Mezen. At the latter
town there is an important new paper-manufacturing industry.
Not far from Archangel the river Pinega joins the North
Dvina, and the basin of this tributary is typical of the north-
western forest lands. The fir and pine forests extend right
down to the banks of the river, the thick dark green mass of
trees being broken only occasionally by steep cliffs of yellow
and red sandstones or greyish-white clays.
Agricultural settlements are confined to the lower reaches
of the river and its tributaries. Between the streams stretch
large unpopulated areas of lonely marsh and forest, visited
occasionally by hunters. The marshes are especially common
in the flat land which forms the watersheds between the
streams, and contain numerous lakes, often surrounded by
low morainic hills. Further evidence of the effects of the
Ice Age is offered by the river net. The Pinega flows north-
ward until, close to the source of the Kuloi, it turns sharply
to the west, and joins the North Dvina. Towards the end
of the Ice Age the Pinega continued northward down the
Kuloi valley, following the edge of the retreating ice. Later,
when the ic'e had retreated farther, it flowed westward into
the North Dvina.
The river is the only highway in this remote forest land,
and it also provides, during the short summer season, the
means of floating timber down to the saw-mills at Archangel.
Archangel is as well the most important industrial centre.
It is connected with the interior of European Russia both by
the North Dvina and the canals which link it to the Volga
Basin, and by rail, while its importance as a timber-exporting
port is demonstrated by the huge stacks of timber which
line the banks of the river for miles above the city. There
are several wood-working plants engaged in such processes as
the manufacture of plywood; there are saw-mills, and a